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CERTAIN PRIVATE NONPROFITS MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR DISASTER AID   

 

HARRISBURG, Pa.—Certain private nonprofit organizations (PNPs) may be eligible for disaster assistance 

for losses suffered during Hurricane Irene and/or Tropical Storm Lee, announced the Pennsylvania 

Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The 

PNPs must meet certain federal and Commonwealth qualifiers to apply under the federal Public Assistance 

program.  

 

Federal disaster declarations for Hurricane Irene and for Tropical Storm Lee were signed by the President for 

Public Assistance following the August and September storms. The declarations make federal funding 

available to the Commonwealth, eligible local governments and certain private nonprofit organizations on a 

cost-sharing basis for emergency work and the repair or replacement of facilities that suffered damage or 

whose services were curtailed. The PNP organization’s losses must meet a threshold of $1,000.00. 

 

The PNP must be located in one of the following designated counties: Adams, Bedford, Berks, Blair, 

Bradford, Bucks, Cambria, Carbon, Centre, Chester, Clinton, Columbia, Cumberland, Dauphin, Delaware, 

Franklin, Fulton, Huntingdon, Juniata, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh, Luzerne, Lycoming, 

Mifflin, Montgomery, Monroe, Montour, Northampton, Northumberland, Perry, Philadelphia, Pike, 

Schuylkill, Snyder, Somerset, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga, Union, Wayne, Wyoming and York.  

 

“We encourage private nonprofits in the designated counties to contact their county emergency management 

office to see if they are eligible for FEMA funds to help in their recovery. Emergency managers will provide 

information, answer questions and walk them through the application process,” said Federal Coordinating 

Officer Thomas J. McCool.    

 

Private nonprofit organizations must have:  

• An effective ruling letter from the U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRS) granting tax 

exemption under Section 501 (c), (d) or (e) of the IRS Code of 1954 as amended, or 

• State certification that the organization is a non-revenue producing nonprofit entity organized 

or doing business under Commonwealth law. 

 

Additional criteria for eligibility  

The private nonprofit seeking Public Assistance must be open to the public, with the exception of educational, 

utility, emergency, medical or custodial care facilities.  Assistance may include funds for emergency work, 

the repair or replacement of disaster-damaged facilities and assistance for emergency protective measures.  

        -more- 
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Private nonprofit facilities 

Eligible PNPs seeking funds for permanent repairs and restoration must provide a critical and essential 

government service. The types of facilities may include educational, medical, emergency, irrigation, 

museums, arts centers, zoos, libraries, shelters, and health and safety facilities.  

 

Facilities with mixed eligible and non-eligible activities may receive funding on a pro-rated basis for 

assistance if the facility dedicates over 50 percent of its space to public use. Assistance for costs not eligible 

for FEMA assistance may be available from the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA).  If the mixed-use 

facility provides critical services in whole or in part, it may apply directly to FEMA for permanent work for 

the eligible portion.  

 

Critical services 

Critical service facilities include power, water, sewer and wastewater, communications, emergency medical 

care, nursing homes and fire protection/emergency services.  

 

Non critical service facilities, the SBA loan, and FEMA aid 

If the PNP applies to SBA the following may occur: 

• The PNP is approved for an SBA disaster loan and the loan fully covers eligible damages 

from the disaster event; no assistance from FEMA is available, 

• The PNP cannot afford an SBA disaster loan for the full amount of their uninsured losses, the 

additional damages may be eligible for FEMA assistance, 

• The PNP declines to accept the SBA loan, eligibility for FEMA assistance will be reduced by 

the amount of the approved loan that was offered. 

 

### 

 

FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to 

build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and 

mitigate all hazards. 

 

For more information on Pennsylvania’s disaster recovery, visit www.fema.gov and www.pema.state.pa.us.  
 
 
 
 


